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‘Tahe following report 4s a gtatistical sceount of work handled -
by the Harris County, Texas Probation Department with & brief des-
cription of the services offered and procedure for handling,

The gperations of the Frotation Depsrtment are divided into
four Divisions: Tnteke, Delinquency, Dependency=Neplect; and Child
Supnort.

FUNCTTONS 0OF TNTAKR DTVISTN

A1)l cases, excent those involving problems concerning child
support, are referred to the Tntake Division where they are ex-
anined and screened, Cases that Yndiczte a nead for extensive
supervision or planning are raferred tn e'ther the Dependency-
Nerleet Division or the Delinquency Tivisinn, while cases wlth
comparatively minor problems asre handled in their entirety by
the Tntake Divigion, Plans for dispasiticn of ell runaway chil-
dran are handled by the Intake Division as well as the processing
of apnlications for admizsion to elecemosynary 1nstit:ut10na except
thoge requirine treatment for tuberculosis.

FUNCTTONS  OF D”L"NQ‘“IHCY NTVISION

Upon referral from the Tntake Mvision, investirate allerped
delinquent acts involvinp boys over the ape of ten years and under
the ape of soventecn, and pirls over the ape of ten and under the
age of eliphteen; endeavor to determine the causes of the child's
behavior problems and make suc- plans as may be helpful in pre-
venting future coniraventions with the law; prevare individual
case reports on toth unofiletisl and official cases snd, on an in-
dividual bazis, furnish such suservision as i1s necessary or ordered
by the Court. '

FUNCTTANS (F DRPPND™NCY-NROLECT DIVISINN

~ Upon referral from tre Tntake Division, investigata cases in-
volving neglect of children under the ape of sixteen years; super-
vise the care of children within their own homes when plan is
fessible; supervise placemsnt of ehildren in foster homes when sueh
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plan i= suthorized by the Court snd contime efforts tn improve
the home comditions of the natural parents or puardians so ss to
effect a return of the children; meke recommendations to the Court
for sdootion placaments of Court wards; upon order of the Caurt,
investipate the former environmant and sntecedents of children
placed for adootion, as well as the home of the netitioner in

all m ch cases; investipste cases involving .child cvetodys and,
investipate apnlications for admission to State imstitutions for
treatment of tuberculosis. '

MNCTTANS N¥ CHTLD SUPPORT TIVISTON

Wren those required by the Courts to mske vayments of crild
support through the Probation Devartment, such moneys are received
and vayments made to desipnsted beneficiaries. Tnformstion re-
garding ¢hild supnort osyments is furnished the Courts rerarding
any casses wrere Cmry action involves failure to make such ordered
paymants, : )
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DTLTNG FNCY DTVISION

Rafarrals

During the year 1951, there were 1,373 boys and 3A¢ eirls
referred to the Probation Densrtment becsuse of behavior oro-
blems,  Of this totsl of 1,758 cases, 1,582 were referred by
Lew "nforcemant Apencies (Sheriff's Dessrtment and Police De-
partment), L6 by School Authorities, and 130 by parents or other
interested individuals, This represents a 29% increase over cases -
brought to the attention of the Probation Department in 1950, when
a total of 1,2h8 were referred to our Apency., 7t should be vointed
ouvt that netither of these fipures represent all children who came .,
into eonflict with the law durine either of those years, many
cases handled by the Law “nforeing Apencies are handled without re-

-ferral to our Deocartment.

Boys Girls  Total
Total number reoferred 1,373 /S 1,758
{a) New (never previmsly 7 -
handled) 1,218 Wws 1,59
(b) Previously handied 125 39 164
Apes of Children Handled

Boys (irls
12 years of sare and under 160 29
13 years of are and under 16 L0
1l; years of ape and under an. €1
15 years of ape and under 365 o0
16 years of ape and under - 393 127
#0Over 16 years of are ' 92 b L}

#The Texas State law rerards boys of 17 yesrs of age, ‘and
pirls of 18 years of apge ss adults,

Reason for Referrsl

_ Boys Cirls
. Aum meft [ a e 0O - L] o L o o 1‘39 2
mrf’lﬂry‘, unlawful mtry e o o9 o 175 0
. RObery . o e 6 b6 0 0 a0 o 60 n
Plevele theft» PR e * o o 6 4 & O 3? n
_ Prowling, petly thievery,
' shopl‘!.fﬁ NP ¢ 6 o s o ¢« a 8 5 & nsg - ‘9

Runsway (local) . . o - » o
‘Runavay (out of tewn) . . « .+ o » 17¢ 1N

-]
°
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Malicious mischief , .
Forpery, check swindling
Sex offense  , ¢« « o o
Narcotics . o s ¢ o ¢ o
Tmancy 0 e v 8 & & e @
Traffic offense . . . .
Other del inquent behavior

- » - - -3 L
L ] L ] L [ ] L ] L] »
e 6 v & & D @

a 6 & & = 8 b

Boys

7%
16

9
97
h3

AT
12

Cirls
12
62
11

LR

Educational Attaimment of Children Tnvolved

6th prade or urder , . .

7Tth prade and Bth crade, . . .
oth and 10th grades . . . « »
11th and 12th prades e & o o 1w

Completed high school or trads.
’d’oo'l -] (-] [-] L] U. ® R ] -] L] L] o o

6 5 o ®

Boys
L75

- W92

792
6l

50

Girls

78
106
9n
o3

19

Following is an analvsia of the family composition of chil-
dren handled for problems of delinquency.

Both naturel parents in home ,
Naturel mother only in home
Natural father only in home .,
Keither natural parent in home

Children Netsined 1n Ward

o
n
L
o

Boys

681
Ao
136
66

}1} rla

182
M

3k
38

A total of R7) children were vlaced in Detention during the
This mumber and
averare inclndez 3h6 (191 boys and 155 pirls) ceses ~* runaway
children, for whrich rrouo nlanning requires considerabls rore
time for completion, The averare daily pooulstion was }i.,5 chil-

antire year, for an averare stay of 2.5 days,

dren detained,

Boys = = = = = 685
Cirls« - - - » 182
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Court Cases

0ff1c1al Court action wre taken on 395 csses, 296 boys and
9¢ pirlas, Of this number, &2 boys and 21 pirls were committed to
the State Training Schools under diraction of the Youth Develop-

. ment Cauneil, - Of th- remaining Conrt cases, 51 bays and 27 pirls
- were olaced with various private institutinne or in foater homes;
148 boys and 42 pirls were olaced with their verents on of ficial

probstion; and 23 boys and 12 pirls were placed with relatives

" under sucervision of the Probation Department. Judpment was with-

held pending eood hehavior in cases of 12 boys and 2 girls,

Commi tments
Geinesville (white eirls) o « o o o o » 1h
Crockett (colored pirls) . .. oo c . 7 "
. Gatesvilie (“hite boys) s 8 ¢ % » 8 @ ’39
Catesville (colored boys) « o« ¢ o » « o 13

. Children committed to the Youth Development Council ramain
there for vorying periods of time. : .

The following is a report of cases paroled from the State
Training Schools during 1051, and slso the cases where later vio-
lations necessitated the revokine of parocle duiring the same period.

. No, Harris Cn. Children
Paroled Revoked in In=titutions on

-l

Catnesville (white rirls) 18 Y 24

Crockeit (colored girls’ 6 3 1h

Gatesville (white boys) 75 n R 1

Gatesville {colored hoys® hn 13 B T
SUMMARY '

As indicated above there was an increase of 297 4n the. numter
of cases referred during 1651, over the year mevious. Tn addition
to the 1,758 casas referred diring the year, there was a total of chs
cases active with the Probetion Department on Januvsry 1, 1951, raking
a totsl of 2,693 cases involving delinquent ctildren dirinr tha vear
1951,  The county populstion of children between the ares of 10 and

18 years is aporoximately 86,000,




PART 1T -
DEP-NDRICY DIVISION

There were 251 cases with 572 children active with the division as
of Jamary 1lst, 1951. During the year, a total of 1,095 cases with 1,658
children were received, making a total of 1,346 cases with 2,230 children
handled for the year. Of the casecs received, only 8.6% were recurrent . -
as indicatod by the below table: '

Total amound cases raceiv& oo000-000900000090-001’095
' nnewt..!I!O.-a..tl‘.@‘.....0.'.0!0'.!0.0...01'@

Recun‘mtﬂ‘.l.0..0..0.'..0.000....0..0-..0'
The reasons for which the children were referred is listed as follows:

Depmmt - Neglect canplaint-o--no-cw--ooooo--u-o-oéoa Children ..
Child Custody..oo.u.u-...”...............eu.ouloﬂ "
Adoptlon Study (Individual Flacement)ee.eoscssiseso293 n
Adeption Stud'y (Licensed Agmcy)oo.oooooco--ouoooon 55 "
Adoption Study (Juvelr.i.le court)onooaaooooo-oo.'oooo 10 "
Adoptd.on Smdy (S‘bep-parmt).;on...a..-....'..q.o...210 n
Applicat‘lon for Institutional Careccesesescocsscase 3? "
Local or Out of Towm Inquirieﬂe....“."-...o-..o"220 n
Other Special smceﬂaoeooooeo--oooo.ooooo-oo-oono?l? "
Adult T.B. Applications and Tmeatigauom.000000c0226 Cases

The Age Scale of the children referrod for the above reasons is as
folloms:

nder two yaars.....o......n.".o-ou..n._-...o....héé
2"'3"!{ yaaraoo-o--o.tooooooooauooo-ooc--ooonoonoooaoaz-’
? yaarsooonooo.o.oooaoo-ouoooooooooooooooooonoaa
&"9"10 YBBanoooo-o-nooooaooo-eeoo.oaooo--oocoanuo:ozso
11"‘12"13 ye&rﬂonaoen---ooooocoonooooooqooeeouo-oooolgs
1h yearﬂ and We’r-‘cooounoooooooooaooooooocooooooooonG

In all cases famlly status is obtainad in plan:ﬂnp for tm t.hﬂd. It
was found that

375 children had both natural parents in the home.
527 children had natural mother only in the home.
169 children had natural father only in the home.
587 children had neither nat.ural parent in the home,

0f the total number of cases of Dependent, und Naglect, officisl Courv: .
“action was taken in every case vhere it was necessary to remove the cldldrsn
tanporarily from the homes 179 were filed on in Juvanils Court. As of
axmary 1, 1952, the plans for children undar mpmaiun ar3 as ful.um.




139 chlldren are in boarding homes.
47 chldren afe in Bayland Homa.
39 chlldren are in Mary Burnett School.
380 children are in thelr own homes under supervision.
162 are in homes of relatives or foster homes under supervision,

The boarding home 18 primarily usod as a temporary placenment for ,
children until some form of rehabllitation is made in the famlly. During

1951, 58 children were placed and 41 removed from boarding homes. The
average enrollment is'115, the mmber of homes 68, '

In addition to the above mentioned services, 21 applications for ihe
Austin State School were made; 17 were camitted; 13 mere asccepted,; and
5 are awalting admittance, -
SULIARY

For the year of 1951, 1,3L6 cases and 2,230 children wore given

‘service by the Dependency Division as compared with 907 cases and 1,430

chdldren in the year of 1950, which is an incresse of approximately LB:i.

Tﬁe increase in adoption applications of 387 over the year of 1950,
and the 36¢ increase of Dependent « Neglect referrals are the most notable,

Separate from the above service to children, and a part of the case-
work service offered by this division is the 226 Adult Tubercvlosis epplie
cations, which increased by 100% over the year 1950,




'™

. PART TIT
SUPFORT DIVISTON

. In this Divieion, there was a total of 1,203 cases roceived for the
year 1951 which indicates an increase of approximately LL7 over the yesr

of 1950 when the total wae 891, The amount of funds collected and disbursed

in 1951 for support of minor children also indicates an increase of L5
over tho year of 1950, The table of operations for the year 1s as follows:

'rotal number of cases for the year 1951‘...'...'....'....'...._...... '3;948

NumbeXr* of vases active on ery 1’ 195’..00..0-0 .uu'.':.l,913
Number of new cases accepted during the yearsseesossessal,203
Number of old cases rwpm m the JOoATreessaveneneo h32
Rumber of cmphima, somo action $akoNcssssssveossvsnssenesns 915

Number of cases active on Decamber 31, 195100..000.00.0..-_0.0 2.3‘.&0
Number of cases involving support for wives during yeareceoes 236
Number of cases involving support for children during the year 3,312
Average nunmbar of ¢ases per mONtNesessssascsnsssasosrecsscons 2.070
mﬂ onl}ro..n........ h9
Glﬂ.ldren...........d,&l

Number of children receiving support during the year...;..... 6,138
Average number of children receiving support cach montheeeeee 3,497
Average number of twives receiving support each moNtheseececos k9

Cash on hand Decamber 31, 19%.....7000'.C'l..t..v...‘o..C..Oi Yone

Total amount collected dm'irg year 19510...0-ooooo-oa-caoooooﬂl,ol6’367o%
Total amount disbursed duri.q; year 199-00'- ._....o.............-’-1,016,36?a%

Balanca on hand December 31’ 1951.-0..0000oo.coeaooo'ocooooo. tione -
Total number of warrants issued during the year 195leces.ssses L9,L55

The reasons rozj raeferrals are as follows:

1951
lam Cascs
CMRTH
“Probation District
S Grand” 0ffice . Attorney ' :
Civil Jury Criminal  Agreoments Agreements Justlc Total
January 52 0 0 c 2l O 16
Fevruvary 5L 0 0 0 27 o] g1
larch 67 1] 0 4 36 b L -
Lpril 59 G 0 3 36 2 100
Vay - 70 0 3 3 Lo Y 1y
- June 63 0 0 1 32 0 %% ,
July 62 G 2 2 L3 3 e
August 61 0 1 2 50 3 W7o
Sgptetber 60 0 - 0 1 ko ¢ o1 A
" petober 71 o 1 p 38 - L y h LA
Yovedber 'hh g 2 g 21% % ‘ '1(733
U Becenber - Q. : g
T '3 g 18 70 % Lyl
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Jamary
February

"~ March

April
lay
June

C July

August
September
October
liovembar
December

1ng
17k
U2

.20
78

277

169

158
188

TAves

B

13

30
A5

-
‘26

2
10

- 10

b
3w

Number ‘Cages Paer Month

Total
iy

127
167
152
225
189 -

190 -

195
172
196
178
137
2,0

The persons recelving support for the year:
Children

Peracns Tnvolved

The active cases receivirg attention and the children involved:

WL,

Chldren TVives Total Children  Ulves Total
January .‘1"756" 159 79 T Ty Ui
Vebruary 1,800 1,850 3,11 50 3,14,
March 1,850 h9 1,899 3,200 Lo 3,250
April 1,900 LT - 1,948 3,289 L7 3,336
Say 1,949 L8 1,997 3,372 L8 3,k20
June 1,996 50 2,06 3,h53 - 50 3,503
July 2,018 KT 2,095 3,53 L7 2,590
fugust 2,093 a 2,1 3,621 3,672
Septomber 2,151 k2 2,193 3,720 L2 3,762
October 2,193 by 2,202 3,79% L9 3,803
Novambar 2,237 2,291 3,870 Q4 3,924
Deceanber 2,292 18 2,3&0 3,965 L8 h,0n3

The amount of support moneys recaived and disbursed is accountad ss

Jisted: ‘ _
1951 |
Receipts Courts :
i T Distzict
: ' ’ nffics . Attorney -

Q&vil - Orond Jury Criminel Ag;’aanmts Aﬂ'eamnta Justice
Janusry ",63, .05 *'5 367o00 & 638.35 "‘1,2(.2.00 £ 9,625,00 IR R A
February 60,980.38 347,00 - L58.35 996.00 - 9,526.40 (L .50
Harch 71,215.97 317.50  647.35 956.00 10,579.50 1,039,758
April s919.66 300,00 - 564,50 1,L89.50 = 10,083,0C 1,151,00
Hay k7720 237.00 [10.00 928,00 9,731.75 971.50
June 69’198025 ’ 29.1.50 ‘ 9}7.% 1,1580?5 1.1.,17&.80 J‘l&-}v);{,

Jaly 73,2117-53 272.50 L32.50 1,001.25 & 999ot0_ 956,25
'Auguc‘b 7]&96231 331..00 h2h¢50 555.00 9,2?&&102) 5;’?‘.&(? ‘ -
Septembar 73:933.4y  1L8.00 e hl?-SO ~950.00 - - 9, T36,75 Ju?{ R
xetober 81,619.22  342.50 - - 392.50 . 828.25 '11,859..?5 9!7»’" o
oy emboye ;3,636026 : 316«?.? me gggogo l,é?;.g o 1 "i:_é%.gf‘ . .fs.hf Jﬂ
Nurenber 70.29L.7¢ 279, o oS50 1 F - 1547 g :
R m Al ‘g & L J
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